Great job, very well done.  This can be printed and put in your scrapbook.
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Such was Sergeant
Major Charles Olmsted's
humility that the recipient of
the Military Medal (MM)
and the only Distinguished
Conduct Medal (DCM)
awarded to a Royal
Canadian Dragoon during
World War I wanted writien
proof that he actually
deserved them.

And given the option to
teceive the medals at an offi-
cial presentation, he chose to
unceremoniously have them
mailed to his home.

"He was so modest and
shy about it I think that real
ly speaks to his characiet
said Ryan Gingras, leafing
through documents that detail
some of the military and per-
sonal history of Charles
Olmsted, from his hand writ-
ten birth certificate to the
memorial leaflet from his
1966 funeral. "The DCM is
the second highest award an
enlisted man can receive next
to the Victoria Cross, and the
Military Medal is the third
highest, and he's got both."

Those two medals, as
well as five others including
the Belgian Croix de guerre
for gallantry in action, have
temporarily come to the
Gingras home after a long
and fascinating _journey
rekindled by curiosity.

The Gingras - Ryan, a
Corporal  with Charles
Company, st Batialion, The
Royal Canadian Regiment,
and his wife Ashlee - have
meticulously restored and
court mounted the medals
and, with the folio of docu-
ments, have been asked to
donate the rediscovered trea-
sure 1o the CFB Petawawa

Preserving Canada’s military history - one medal at a time

Military Museums on the
family’s behalf.

Ryan's research, and the
revelations that_followed,
began with a black and
white photo of a solemn man
in a wool military uniform,
Springbok collar dogs visi-
ble at his throat.

The picture was sent to
him by Bill Daykin, Olmsied’s

~

Ashlee and Ryan Gingras who offer professional court mounting locally, display a photo of
Sergeant Major Charles Olmsted and the medals he was awarded during his military career.

great nephew and a neighbour
of Gingras' grandfather who
was researching his family
history. He had read about the
Petawawa couple who had
cleaned, restored and mounted
a medal belonging to Parry
Sound soldier Pe Gordon
Stanley Wilder, who died at
Vimy Ridge.

continued on page six
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The medal was put on
permanent display at the
West Parry Sound District
Museum at a ceremony to
mark the 90th anniversary of
Vimy Ridge.

‘The Gingras have stanied
10 track down and purchase
medals on the on-line auction
site EBay, restore them and
donate them cither back to the
family or, if the family sold
them for profit in the first
place, to a nearby Legion or
‘museum, explained Ryan.

*We'd done this before,
and he just asked me for
whatever help I could pro-
vide," he said.

Once Ryan had taken
stock of what he could gath-
er from the photograph, he
began (o dig deeper. Having
determined Olsted was a
recipient of the MM and the
DCM, he searched on-line
through Veterans Affairs
Canada for service records.

Ryan then visited the
archives of the London
Gazelte, which documented
Olmsted's receipt of both the
MM and DCM, the latter on
3 June 1918

*Once the family knew
what they had, they wanted to
know more about him," Ryan
said. "When the (great)
nephew found out that he had
a war hero in his family, he
started contacting his family
and collecting more paper-
work. He also paid Archives
Canada to find things like
these letters (explaining the
acts that eamed Olmsted the
medals)."

Although there was some
initial talk of selling the
medals, Ryan said he visited
Daykin and explained how his
great undle’s legacy could be
restored and displayed where
others could appreciate it

The family agreed, and
several weeks ago, the
medals continued their jour-
ney, this time from Perth to
Petawawa.

*They just gave them to

me, which was amazing,"
Ryan said.

Blackened and dirty,
Ashlee cleaned years of tar-
nish from the medals and
Ryan court mounted them
with new ribbon. The origi-
nal ribbons will be made
ino a ribbon set for
Olmsted's great, great, great
grandson.

1t a labour of respect, of
*doing the right thing," Ryan
added; the couple provide
restoration services free of
charge.

*T don't like people to
profit from other people’s
valour," he said. "And the
best part of this is that it's
great that the family knows
what he is and who he was,
but now that they've decided
10 give them to the museum,
fure  generations  of

Canadians can appreciate
what he did for our country,
and what someone in their
family did."

With a family history
steeped in military tradition -
Ryan's father, both grandfa-
thers, both great-grandfathers,
a greatgreat grandfather, his
his uncles and great uncles all
served in the Armed Forces,
and he is the the third family
member to deploy to
Afghanistan - the quest to
bring recognition to forgotien
heroes is a very personal jour-
ney for himself, as well

°I think that we should
honour and respect those
who've done so much for us.
“This man was totally forgot-
ten about. Nobody knew, not
even the family knew what
he had done,” Ryan said.

*Doing something like this

geis people’s atiention, and it
gels these men another day
besides Remembrance Day.

“We  say  every
Remembrance Day, ‘Lest we
forget, and then everybody
forges. Yet this is what's truly
important, this is the roots of
our country. What I would
like to see one day is that sell-
ing medals like this be
banned because it really part
of our heritage.”

Bom October 22, 1882,
Charles Olmsted joined the
militia on 24 June 1912 and
when war broke out, joined
the Royal Canadian Dragoons
on 2 September 1914,

He fought at Ypres, the
Battle of the Somme, and
Hindenburg  Line,  and
retired from the Army as a
Major. He died in Oawa in
January, 1966.

Olmstead medals as they were recieved from the family.
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